GOVERNING RULES FOR PLANTATION PICKLEBALL MEMBERS
The purpose of these rules is to provide our membership with a uniform set of definitions and to promote enjoyable play for everyone with an established code of conduct. All players will abide by the U.S.A.P.A. Rules; Plantation Pickleball Rules of Play; Plantation Pickleball League Rules and these Governing Rules. 
1) League Rules

The most current Governing Rules for Plantation Pickleball Members take precedence over any and all previous league rules. Any changes in these rules must be made by majority votes of the Board Members.
2) Definitions
League: 
An organized team of pickleball players with similar skill levels that must be paid members of the Plantation Pickleball Association, competing amongst themselves for a scheduled set number of weeks. Statistics on players are recorded. All leagues will be governed by the U.S. America Pickleball Association and The Plantation Pickleball Rules of Play.
Manager: 
An active member of the Plantation Pickleball Association who will be responsible for league play.  
Senior Manager:

An active member of the Plantation Pickleball Association, appointed by the board, to act as the liaison between managers and the Board. Duties of the Senior Manager will consist of the training of new managers in the use of the Player statistics program; assist new managers with their first league game or have another established manager do this; communicate with managers when needed (disseminate information, address problems/concerns, etc.). Communication can be made by email; one-on-one or group meetings.

The Senior Manager has the authority to resolve issues that conflict with the intended purpose of league play.  

Placement Committee:

The Placement Committee will consist of the Senior Manager and designees whose responsibility will be to determine a division level for an unranked player. Placement will be made through a combination of committee observation of play; previous non-league performance; and other players’ first-hand information.
Regular Player:
A player who commits to play a minimum 56 of the available games during a scheduled Winter or Spring league season. Statistics will be kept for all players, but will only count for ranking placement purposes during the Winter and Spring seasons. 
Substitute Player:
A player that will be called upon to play only if a regular player is unavailable for league. Statistics will be kept for substitute players. Only their own division statistics will be used for ranking purposes. Managers should rotate their substitute players on a regular basis. Substitute players can play up or down one division level of their ranking. 
Rotation Play:
Rotation Play is a format that allows players to rotate into courts more quickly.  When there are players waiting the players that have finished their game must rotate out to allow waiting players their chance to play.  This mixes the players where they play with different people rather than just their specific foursome.  If a group wishes to stay together during Rotation Play then they are allowed to play only one game before having to vacate the court.  After all existing waiting players have their turn then the group can return to the court.

Open Play:
Open Play is a format that allows players to remain on a court regardless if there are other players waiting.  If there are other courts available then players do not have to leave the court.  If all courts are taken then the group playing “open play” are allowed to play two consecutive games before having to vacate the court. This group would then wait until all existing waiting players have gotten a turn to play before going back into the court.  After waiting their turn they then are allowed to play two more consecutive games before once again having to leave the court. This can continue throughout the scheduled Open Play time. 

3) Playing in Leagues

Players must:
· be paid members 

· sign up by deadline for each league they wish to play in otherwise they’ll be put on a waiting and/or sub list

· behave in a sportsman-like manner and follow the code of conduct
4) Tournament Play

Separate from league play. Format may vary per tournament. Every participant must be a member of the Plantation Pickleball Association (PPA) and will follow the same playing rules as in league play.
5) Plantation Olympics
This event, held every October, is sponsored by The Plantation at Leesburg and is open to all residents. Format will be determined by the PPA and will follow the same playing rules as in league play.
6) Sportsman-Like Behavior is Expected from Every Player
Players should not argue or debate a call or rule with partner or opponents. Managers will provide resolution of dispute. Players not adhering to the rules will be asked to leave the league.

7) Code of Conduct: 
Every person involved in pickleball as a participant, official, volunteer, representative of the PPA (Plantation Pickleball Association), or spectator will behave as follows:

· He/She will not engage in unsportsmanlike conduct or encourage others to do so.

· He/She will not engage in any behavior that would endanger the health, safety or well being of others.

· He/She will not engage in the use of profanity.

· He/She will treat others with respect.

· He/She will exhibit fairness and honesty in dealings with others.

 

Any violation of the above rules brought to the attention of the PPA Board will be addressed.
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